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Abstract
This study falls within the thematic area of Political and Institutional Communication. The rationale 
for this study lies in the importance of examining the theoretical and methodological frameworks upon 
which Ecuador’s most prominent political actors based their mutual accusations of political and gender-
based violence in their communications before Ecuador’s Contentious-Electoral Tribunal (TCE) (Case 
No. 157-2024). Objective: to analyze the categories of Discourse Analysis as key factors in determining 
whether (or not) political gender-based violence occurred in Case No. 157-2024-TCE. Method: Groun-
ded theory. Scope: descriptive. Premise: The categories of Discourse Analysis that allow us to determine 
whether an accusation of gender-based political violence is truly valid are: a) discursive strategies of 
delegitimization; b) media narrative frames; c) intertextuality. Sample: Three interviews conducted with 
the Vice President (June-September 2024) that served as evidence supporting the accusation made by the 
Director of Public Administration. Results: Charged discursive constructions arise in political spaces 
where actors clash over the appropriation of meanings and symbolism. Discourse Analysis allows us to 
uncover not only these conflicts but also to reveal the constitutive forms of the discourses (in this case, 
political) in dispute. Conclusions: Media discourses (and those on social media) constitute narratives 
that form the basis of political theses, opinions (and even public policies) that are decisive for the entire 
social fabric and impact citizens’ well-being.

Keywords
Communication, politics, speech, genre, mediation, social media, sign, ideology.

Resumen
Este trabajo se circunscribe a la línea temática de Comunicación Política e Institucional. Su justificación 
radica en la importancia de abordar los esquemas teóricos-metodológicos desde donde los actores polí-
ticos más importantes del Ecuador sustentaron sus mutuas acusaciones sobre violencia política y de gé-
nero en espacios de comunicación ante el Tribunal Contencioso Electoral (TCE) del Ecuador (Nro. 157-
2024). Objetivo: analizar las categorías del Análisis del Discurso como ejes que determinan si existió 
(o no) violencia política de género en la causa 157-2024-TCE. Método: teoría fundamentada. Alcance: 
descriptivo. Premisa: las categorías del Análisis del Discurso que permiten determinar si una acusación 
de violencia política de género realmente tiene asidero son: a) estrategias discursivas de deslegitimación; 
b) encuadres de narrativa mediática; c) Intertextualidad. Muestra: tres entrevistas realizadas a Vicepre-
sidenta (junio-septiembre 2024) que sirvieron de soporte a la acusación planteada por la Directora de 
la Administración Pública. Resultados: las construcciones discursivas cargas. Se producen en espacios 
políticos que confrontan por apropiarse de significados y simbolismos. El Análisis del Discurso permite 
develar no solo estas conflagraciones, sino que revela las formas constitutivas de los discursos (en este 
caso políticos) en disputa. Conclusiones: los discursos mediáticos y los difundidos en redes sociales 
conforman narrativas que sustentan tesis políticas, opiniones e incluso políticas públicas, determinantes 
para el tejido social y con incidencia en el bienestar ciudadano.

Palabras clave
Comunicación, política, discurso, género, mediación, medios sociales, signo, ideología. 
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Introduction

Preliminary Notes

In August 2024, amid Ecuador’s ongoing political legal proceedings, 
Diana Jácome Silva—then-director of Public Administration under President 
Daniel Noboa—filed a lawsuit against Vice President Verónica Abad Rojas, 
alleging political gender-based violence.

The lead author of this study served as an expert witness in the case. After 
conducting theoretical, methodological, and operational analyses, the study 
concluded that although aggressive political rhetoric was present across va-
rious government levels, there was no discursive evidence of gender-based 
political violence. The Contentious Electoral Tribunal (TCE) ultimately ruled 
against the governing party (attached). Due to space constraints, this article 
presents three of the ten analyzed documents.

Literature Review
Discourse Analysis (DA) is an interdisciplinary branch of the social scien-

ces that studies how language operates within communicative contexts. It 
examines how meanings are constructed across written texts, speeches, and 
narratives by taking into account the linguistic, social, cultural, and political 
factors that shape a given topic.

In modern political contexts, DA analyzes how political messages are 
built on social media and mass media, detailing the rhetorical strategies used 
to obscure power relations and highlighting ways citizens can construct cou-
nter-discourses to challenge hegemonic fragmentation.

In the chapter “The Genesis of Modernity” from Social Discourse, Marc 
Angenot grounds this dynamic in the modern media ecosystem:

The contemporary socio-discursive system, due to the dominance of the media 
industries, has engendered a society of emptiness, a parade of simulacra, (...) 
a culture torn to shreds that is diametrically opposed to a form of hegemony 
as global hermeneutics (...) Contemporary hegemony is established through 
the proliferation of anomie and factional complicity, resulting from the frag-
mentation of major productive synergies. (Angenot, 2010, p. 91)
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This study offers a critical analysis of this contemporary socio-discursi-
ve system, focusing on how media dynamics and power structures produce 
fragmented societies dominated by simulacra and empty language. Through 
Discourse Analysis, readers are invited to reflect on contemporary hegemony, 
discursive fragmentation, media industries, simulacra, and discursive passi-
vity. Ultimately, this approach reveals how current political discourses are 
laden with diverse languages, constructed through media manipulation, and 
devoid of any real path toward social consensus.

Looking at the political-discursive dimension in Power, a Magnificent 
Beast, Michel Foucault framing of these dynamics is relevant:

Power relations are always relations of force; therefore, they are always re-
versible. No power relations ever triumph completely, nor is their domination 
impossible to evade (...) power relations (...) open up the possibility of a (...) 
real resistance (...) the power of the dominant party seeks to maintain itself 
with much greater force and much greater cunning the greater that resistance 
is. (Foucault, 2012, p. 77)

Here, power is conceived as dynamic, conflictual, and inherently rever-
sible. From this viewpoint, Foucault revisits how the dialectical relations-
hip between power and resistance is formed. While he does not fully adopt 
Hegel’s framework, he draws on aspects of it, alongside the Nietzschean 
idea that power exists only as it continues to produce and expand itself. In 
this sense, power materializes through concrete discursive practices—such 
as laws, norms, media narratives, and scientific discourse.

Discourse, then, should not be viewed as a simple mirror image of power, 
but rather as an active arena of dispute where meanings and their interpre-
tations are constantly contested. Because power always shapes the terms of 
discursive exchange, understanding social conflicts requires analyzing the 
specific discourses articulated within a given society. Foucault thus approa-
ches discourse as a living document in a state of ongoing friction.

Patterns of discursive appropriation are further reflected in “Politics, Ideo-
logy, Populism, and Disinformation: Verification of Political Communication 
by Spanish Political Parties”:

In the field of political communication, it is important to monitor the topics 
of public debate and citizens’ perceptions of how they are managed. Accor-
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ding to the approach of (...) issue appropriation (...), parties are expected to 
address the issues with which they are associated. (Fenoll et al., 2024, p. 845)

The struggle to appropriate specific issues and discursive forms is sha-
ped by the prior experiences political actors build in their relationship with 
the public. When strategically convenient, these actors draw upon the histo-
rical associations that different ideological camps have built throughout the 
fight for public hegemony. In this environment, strengthening social control 
and citizen oversight over political parties and movements remains a vital, 
unfinished task.

Regarding the realities of political exclusion, “Gender and Political Vio-
lence in Latin America: Concepts, Debates, and Solutions” notes:

Women politicians are the ones most directly affected; (...) incidents of vio-
lence demoralize women, exclude them from decision-making centers, or 
cause women to leave politics after serving fewer terms (...) Efforts to block 
the inclusion of women simply because they are women (...) Violence against 
women in politics not only threatens national and international commitments 
to gender-balanced decision-making but also undermines the integrity of de-
mocracy itself. (Krook and Restrepo, 2016, pp. 156–157)

Gender-based political violence is not a collection of isolated or fragmen-
ted incidents; it is part of a broader, systemic structure of exclusion. Langua-
ge does not merely describe or explore reality—it actively shapes existence. 
Consequently, the frameworks used to interpret political violence will either 
perpetuate it or help dismantle it.

Excluding women from public policy decisions is not simply a gender 
issue; it directly harms and undermines the ontological foundations of libe-
ral democracy. Care must be taken to ensure that political representation and 
turnover do not devolve into diluted forms of subjugation, surveillance, or 
control over women’s actual political leadership.

Enunciation itself is a process shaped by constant interference, and human 
subjectivity infuses every utterance. Candidates for public office are often 
selected unconsciously, as individuals passively absorb the hegemonic dis-
courses manufactured by those in power to normalize their authority. Politi-
cal stances are assumed and recognized within these regularities of langua-
ge, where social conventions continuously shape discursive acts and norms.
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Elaborating on this linguistic polysemy, Elvira Arnoux writes in Dis-
course Analysis:

Discourse Analysis as an interpretive practice that addresses all discourses 
and, depending on the problems from which it proceeds, draws upon various 
disciplines (...)—linguistic and non-linguistic (...). The discourse analyst, as 
a professional whose expertise may be sought by various institutions or other 
professionals, must be prepared to work with diverse materials and to address 
problems posed by others. This means that the relevance of the discursive 
phenomena on which they focus (...) is determined by a field other than lin-
guistics (...); the criteria for recognition (...) vary depending on the contexts 
(...). There is no general rule for determining the criteria of relevance. These 
depend on various practical demands. (Arnoux, 2009, p. 19)

Discourse Analysis functions as an interdisciplinary field shaped by the 
specific contexts in which an utterance is produced and operates. It examines 
the discursive forms through which social, political, and cultural actors es-
tablish their narratives and communications. The discipline does not merely 
describe text; it provides a framework for understanding how these discour-
ses construct concrete realities that directly impact everyday social life.	

Similarly, in Sin contraseña: Media Discourse and Transgression on the 
Construction of Reality, Carlos Moya observes:

Beyond the particularities of each specific reality, it is argued that in the era 
of globalization, the media constitute one of the primary arenas for the cons-
truction and dissemination of knowledge. Lived reality is reinterpreted and 
evaluated through the lens of media reality and is established as a cultural 
framework in a process shaped by multiple mediations. (Moya, 2010, p. 29)

Mass media and contemporary social media redefine, reinterpret, and 
symbolize lived experience. They impose a cultural canon that dictates not 
only operational practices but normative ones, applying pressure for legal 
frameworks that—depending on the dominant power—can either expand or 
restrict rights. The media remains a foundational pillar in constructing rea-
lity, reinforcing the core meanings of global hegemony that take on distinct 
expressions in the case studied here.

On the relationship between language and representation, Foucault wri-
tes in The Order of Things (Words and Things):
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Words have been entrusted with the task and the power of representing thought. 
Representing in the strict sense: language represents thought as thought re-
presents itself (...) and delegates itself (...). Representations are not rooted in 
a world from which they would derive their meaning; they open up on their 
own into a space of their own (...). Man is an invention whose recent origin 
is readily revealed by the archaeology of our thought. And perhaps also its 
imminent end. (Foucault, 2010, pp. 95–398)

Words are the vehicle through which thought and the internal structure 
of being are articulated and materialized. When political actors paint an ad-
versary as the absolute embodiment of evil, it represents a total disqualifica-
tion of their rival—a practice fundamentally incompatible with democratic 
pluralism and respect for difference.

Words do not merely transmit pre-existing scenarios; they autonomously 
generate meaning. Rather than simply describing facts, they construct entire 
interpretive systems. Meaning lacks an objective, neutral baseline, existing 
instead as the product of deeply ingrained discursive practices controlled by 
those who govern normative spaces.

In Practical Reasons: On the Theory of Action, Pierre Bourdieu addres-
ses how social differences are transformed:

Difference only becomes a sign and a sign of distinction if a principle of vi-
sion and division is applied to it—a principle that, being the product of the 
incorporation of the structure of objective differences, is present in all agents, 
(…) and structures their perceptions (this analysis of logic—that of symbolic 
violence—should be clarified; it demands that the dominated arts of living be 
almost always perceived by their own bearers from the destructive and reduc-
tive viewpoint of the dominant aesthetic). (Bourdieu, 2000, p. 21)

Social differences across all dimensions are framed as systems of distinc-
tion through discursive models and symbolic representations. The real-world 
impact of a discursive practice relies on whether its meanings are successfu-
lly internalized by a given social group. Political discourse thus operates as a 
mechanism for classifying, differentiating, and ranking social groups through 
narrative systems. Both dominant aesthetics and symbolic violence fully ma-
terialize only when individuals adopt and internalize the categories imposed 
by the hegemonic order.
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Because verbal discourse is tied to specific contexts, analyzing it requires 
examining both the shifting roles of symbols and the precise contexts toward 
which a given text is directed.

In his work, philosopher Slavoj Žižek reflects on how post-postmodernity, 
in its rush to proclaim the end of divine authority, has created discursive and 
behavioral demands that are just as rigid and repressive as traditional religious 
dogmas. Michel Foucault anticipated this dynamic decades earlier—ironic, 
given how often he is cited by those who assume the role of ethical arbiters.

In Power, a Magnificent Beast, Foucault responds to a question regar-
ding modern movements:

What is your position regarding the various sexual liberation movements? 
-“The goal (...) is admirable: to produce free and enlightened men. But preci-
sely the fact that they have organized themselves according to sexual catego-
ries—women’s liberation, gay liberation, women’s liberation in the home—is 
extremely harmful. How can one effectively liberate people who are tied to 
a group that demands subordination to specific ideals and objectives?” Why 
should the women’s liberation movement bring together only women? (...) 
They cannot become private clubs. True liberation means knowing oneself, 
and this often cannot be achieved through a group, whatever it may be. (Fou-
cault, 2012, pp. 135–136)

This perspective challenges the heavy reliance on identity-based catego-
rizations in political and activist struggles. Discursively, these rigid subdivi-
sions can lead to new forms of subordination, as essentializing identity fos-
ters symbolic norms, fixes rigid behaviors, and elevates the collective ideal 
over individual agency.

Foucault’s emphasis on individual self-reflection and group self-criti-
cism—drawing on Jean-Paul Sartre’s concept of freedom—is crucial for ac-
tivism. Taking this as a point of departure invites reflection on the internal 
boundaries and restrictions established within political movements. Without 
continuous self-critique, activist groups risk compromising individual auto-
nomy and mimicking the very coercive features of the anti-rights discourses 
they set out to oppose.

In “The Saying and the Said” from Enunciation, Oswald Ducrot writes:

Language tends to include in its meanings the values produced by the act of 
enunciation. A problem in contemporary semantics lies (…) in determining 
whether there are primary meanings that do not have that origin, or whether 
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what is said is not always a kind of crystallization of the act of speaking (…) 
there are sufficient references to enunciation in language to understand that 
speakers always allude in discourse to the very act of their speech (…) that 
they present themes as speaking, and that they link their utterances not only in 
relation to the information they convey but in relation to the events of which 
those utterances consist. (Ducrot, 2001, p. 147)

These critiques of social discipline find expression through discursive 
alternatives. For Ducrot, an utterance is a performance. He builds on Roland 
Barthes’s axiom that while an image is polysemic, text serves as its anchor. 
The inherent subjectivity of language stems from the presence of the spea-
king subject: language is not merely an isolated act, but a mechanism that 
generates its own conditions of production. Every utterance carries its own 
internal subjectivity and discursive intent; there is no distance between the 
speech act and its meaning. In every statement, an underlying subjectivity 
seeks to socialize itself.

Gender-Based Political Violence and Discursive Disputes

The theoretical perspectives outlined above—particularly those of Fou-
cault and Bourdieu—provide a framework for interpreting discourse within 
environments of symbolic and literal conflict where power and distinction 
are at play. These concepts are directly applicable to gender-based political 
violence within political disputes. Contemporary scholarship increasingly 
distinguishes traditional political violence from gender-based political vio-
lence, bringing greater visibility to the latter, removing it from secondary 
status, and opening new avenues for research.

In Gender-Based Political Violence Against Women in Latin America: 
Legal Strategies, Obstacles, and Challenges, Laura Albaine notes:

It is essential that gender-based political violence against women be addres-
sed expeditiously through the establishment of an institutional framework 
for action, especially during elections, which require immediate resolution 
of such cases. (Albaine, 2022, p. 175)

Albaine highlights the need for institutional regulatory frameworks that 
combat the anti-democratic effects of exclusion. She argues that gender-ba-
sed political violence extends beyond campaign cycles or tactics designed to 
neutralize opponents; it also stems from a resurgence of hierarchical gender 
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norms within institutions and society, driven by conservative political rheto-
ric. A notable example includes certain women’s movements in the United 
States that have advocated for restricting women’s voting rights.

The specific case of Ecuador is examined in “Lax Standards? The Regulatory 
Standards of Laws Against Gender-Based Political Violence in Latin America”:

Ecuador establishes the possibility of suspending the political participation 
rights of individuals responsible for gender-based political violence. This le-
gal innovation has proven to be an alternative and decisive option to the tra-
ditional sanctions that regulatory frameworks had provided for to date. (Frei-
denberg & Gilas, 2022, p. 9)

Ecuador’s provision to suspend the political rights of offenders goes be-
yond traditional punitive measures, addressing state inaction in cases of gen-
der-based political violence. However, this legal mechanism faces a critical 
challenge: progressive legislation alone does not always diminish violence. 
Without deep structural and institutional reform, democratization efforts can 
become targets for aggression or lead to gender-based political violence laws 
being weaponized as tools for political persecution.

Further expanding on this area, the study “Political Gender-Based Vio-
lence: Brazilian and International Studies and Perspectives Based on an Ex-
ploratory Review” observes:

Political gender-based violence (PGV) has received increasing attention, es-
pecially in Latin America, where regional standards have been published: the 
2007 Quito Consensus, the 2010 Brasilia Consensus, the 2013 Santo Domingo 
Consensus, the 2015 Normative Framework for the Consolidation of Gender-
Equal Democracy, the 2015 Declaration on Political Violence and Harassment 
against Women, and the 2017 Inter-American Model Law on Political Vio-
lence against Women. The latter defines this type of violence “as any action, 
conduct, or omission carried out directly or through a third party that, based 
on gender, causes harm or suffering to one or more women and whose pur-
pose or result is to harm or nullify the recognition, enjoyment, or exercise of 
their political rights” (Silva, 2025, p. 2).

Silva summarizes the legal developments across Latin America that cate-
gorize gender-based political violence (GBPV) as a violation of fundamental 
political rights—a framework that originated in Ecuador in 2007 and was fur-
ther developed by Mexico in 2020. Grounded in these principles, the Inter-
American Model Law identifies specific actions, omissions, and third-party 
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dynamics, aligning with international standards that recognize the intercon-
nected physical, psychological, sexual, economic, and semiotic dimensions 
of gender-based violence.

From a discourse analysis standpoint, this legal categorization is signifi-
cant because GBPV extends beyond physical or direct verbal attacks. Social 
media and traditional news outlets frequently act as channels for semiotic 
violence, distorting women’s political participation and normalizing hostili-
ty as an inevitable cost of public life. Furthermore, by explicitly encompas-
sing omission and institutional tolerance, the law acknowledges that syste-
mic passivity directly nullifies political rights.

Addressing how polarized media environments shape these dynamics, 
An Audiovisual Campaign: Analysis of the 2023 General Elections on So-
cial Media points out:

It would be interesting to conduct a content analysis of the candidates’ main 
posts on each social media platform. This would reveal some key elements 
(…) regarding whether the leaders of the various political parties are con-
tributing to political polarization and to what extent. (Bustos, 2024, p. 52)

While social media narratives and polarization are increasingly influenced 
by automated bot networks, real voters across diverse demographics conti-
nue to interpret political events based on circulating online content. Through 
these interactions, citizens form mental models and political judgments that 
often diverge significantly from underlying realities.

In the context of the present case—where the authors served as expert 
witnesses in Discourse Analysis and Gender Perspective before the Conten-
tious Electoral Tribunal (TCE)—analyzing posts on Social Media Platform X 
(formerly Twitter) was crucial. The analytical framework set out in “Twitter 
as a Tool for Communication and Disinformation: An Analysis of Information 
Transparency and Political Corruption in Spain” provides useful context here:

At a turning point where disinformation acts as a political strategy that faci-
litates the concealment of corruption and limits audiences’ possibilities for 
action and reaction, future research is proposed to study (…) new digital for-
mats, mechanisms for public oversight and auditing, public self-protection, 
and the promotion of transparency. (Pérez-Curiel et al., 2022, p. 14)

The constitutional right to freedom of expression must not serve as a shield 
for systematic disinformation, manipulation, or personal defamation. Protec-
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ting public discourse requires clear frameworks that safeguard audiences and 
preserve democratic debate without infringing on fundamental speech rights.

Materials and Methods

Research Design and Approach

A qualitative approach with a descriptive-explanatory scope was adopted 
for this study. The design is non-experimental and cross-sectional, grounded 
in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). This approach aligns directly with the 
object of study, allowing for a detailed examination of power structures and 
latent meanings within political communication, with a focus on discursive 
and symbolic evaluation rather than a strictly legal analysis.

Corpus and Scope

The study corpus consists of a total of ten units of analysis (N=10), se-
lected chronologically between June and September 2024. For the purposes 
of this article, the analysis focuses on the three pieces with the highest in-
formation density:

•	 Television interviews (3): Given by the Vice President on national 
television networks.

•	 Editorials (3): Published in leading media outlets related to the case.
•	 Official communications (4): Posts on X (formerly Twitter) from 

government accounts.

Sampling

Purposive non-probabilistic sampling (selected for technical suitability) 
was applied. The inclusion criteria were: a) direct relevance to the formal 
charges against the Vice President, b) timing that coincided with key miles-
tones in the political conflict, and c) the capacity of the pieces to generate 
media narratives and social imaginaries with the potential to lead to gender-
based political violence. This selection strategy ensures a sample with high 
saturation of the proposed theoretical categories.
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Operationalization of Categories

To ensure traceability, an analytical matrix was designed based on three 
fundamental axes predefined by the theory:

Table 1 
Operationalization of Categories

Category Conceptual Definition Coding

Strategies 
Discursive

Modes of representing the political 
subject to generate processes that 
legitimize or delegitimize.

Use of adjectivization, appeal to gen-
der stereotypes, and erasure of poli-
tical agency.

Imaginary  
on Social 
Media

Symbolic constructs circulating on 
digital platforms to solidify collec-
tive imaginaries.

Metaphors of subordination, stigma-
tizing hashtags (#), and memes that 
ridicule the institution’s role.

Frames 
Media 

Narrative perspectives that empha-
size certain aspects of reality over 
others.

Frames of personal conflict, emphasis 
on private life, and disparaging narra-
tives such as a lack of preparation or 
emotionality.

Management of trends and biases

•	 Transcription and segmentation: Full transcription of the interviews, 
divided into turns of speech or distinct units of meaning.

•	 Triangulation and reflexivity: Source triangulation (media outlets 
vs. official documents) was applied alongside a reflexivity protocol, 
documenting prior analytical positions to minimize interpretive bias 
and maintain qualitative rigor.

Results

Corpus Structure and Representativeness Schemes

The documentary corpus for this study consists of ten units of analysis 
(N=10) that systematically map the conflict between Attorney Diana Jáco-
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me and Vice President Verónica Abad (June–September 2024). To ensure 
the analytical depth required by the qualitative method, three representative 
pieces were selected based on three criteria: a) legal relevance (direct cita-
tion in the legal indictment); b) diversity of textual genres (online interview, 
broadcast television, and editorial press); and c) triangulation of actors (ins-
titutional, political, and media). The remaining seven pieces served as a con-
trol corpus to reinforce theoretical reflection, confirming that the identified 
patterns represent recurring discursive trends rather than isolated incidents.

Systematic Application of the Analytical Categories Addressed 

The table below illustrates the analytical matrix that breaks down: a) dis-
cursive strategies; b) media narrative frames; c) processes of intertextuality. 

Table 2 
Corpus Analysis Matrix

Source Date Source Textual Structure Process Code
Discursive 
indicator

Discursive 
interpretation

Ecuavisa
June 3, 
2024

VP 
Verónica 
Abad

Ms. Jácome has (...) what 
they’re doing is a crime / evil 
wastes time trying to destroy, 
and Ms. Jácome said so (...) all 
forces are against me.

Delegitimiza-
tion through 
derogatory 
labeling

Omission of 
professional 
title; use of the 
lexeme “evil” 
as a label for 
the opponent

The omission of 
formal titles and 
the moral nomi-
nalization of the 
rival constitute a 
strategy of sym-
bolic discrediting

DNEWS
June 5, 
2024

VP 
Verónica 
Abad

The only ones who can demand 
my resignation are the Ecuado-
rian people (...) due to actions 
involving abuse of power—
which is what Ecuadorians are 
currently concerned about, as 
there are clear attempts to viola-
te the constitutional order.

Delegitimiza-
tion through 
polarization

Opposition: 
“us” (the 
people) vs. 
“them” (ins-
titutions); the 
lexicon of a 
constitutional 
crisis

It constructs a 
homogeneous 
majority as the 
sole source of 
legitimacy, displa-
cing the authority 
of state agencies

DNEWS
June 5, 
2024

VP 
Verónica 
Abad

This is no exaggeration; these 
are well-known public facts (...) 
Parity laws are clear, and what 
we are witnessing is a media 
witch hunt. The constitutional 
order dictates that the vice pre-
sident assumes the presidency 
in the president’s absence, as he 
must step down to run for office 
(...) Claiming this an exagge-
ration diminishes every effort 
women have made on behalf of 
the Ecuadorian people.

Media framing 
through 
political 
victimization 
and intertex-
tuality

Metaphor 
of a media 
witch hunt; 
reference to 
gender parity 
laws; allusion 
to women’s 
historical 
struggles

Conflict portrayed 
as a systematic 
attack by the 
media and insti-
tutions; invokes 
legal and feminist 
historical intertext 
to validate the 
interpretation of 
events
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Source Date Source Textual Structure Process Code
Discursive 
indicator

Discursive 
interpretation

Edito-
rial by 
Alondra 
Santiago

August 
18, 
2024

Jour-
nalist 
Alondra 
Santiago

Diana Jácome, Noboa’s Violent 
Envoy

Delegitimiza-
tion through 
stigmatization

“Violent 
emissary” 
as a headline 
epithet

Attributes an 
aggressive agenda 
to the official, 
going beyond 
a journalistic 
description  
journalistic

Edito-
rial by 
Alondra 
Santiago

August 
18, 
2024

Attorney 
Diana 
Jácome 
(quoted 
in the 
edito-
rial)

I imagine, my colleagues, that 
if you were subjected to work-
place violence, you wouldn’t 
just stay there—you’d quit. But 
of course, she won’t do that, 
because she allegedly has to 
pay back the political support 
she’s receiving from those 
parties.

Delegitimiza-
tion through 
revictimiza-
tion

Hypothetical 
conditional 
statement; 
presupposition 
that remaining 
in the position 
implies the 
falsehood of 
the complaint

It shifts the res-
ponsibility for the 
violence onto the 
victim, reverses 
the burden of 
proof, and calls 
into question the 
authenticity of the 
complaint. 

Edito-
rial by 
Alondra 
Santiago

August 
18, 
2024

Attorney 
Diana 
Jácome 
(quoted)

“Ladies and gentlemen, I 
would like to remind you that 
a woman who claims to have 
suffered political violence 
today once questioned the 
women’s movement—and 
today champions that very 
same cause.”

Intertextuality 
through the 
contrast of life 
trajectories.

Reference to 
the VP’s past 
statements on 
equal pay and 
the gender 
budget

She articulates a 
counter-narrative 
that undermines 
the complainant’s 
credibility by 
invoking a 
record of previous 
statements

Category: Discursive strategy of delegitimization

This is the most frequent category across the analyzed corpora, appea-
ring in every document through three distinct subcategories: I) “us versus 
them” polarization; II) derogatory labeling; and III) a narrative pattern of 
revictimization.

Table 3 
Use of Subcategories of Delegitimization

Subcategory VP Verónica 
Abad 

Attorney Diana 
Jácome

Journalist Alondra 
Santiago

“Us vs. Them” Polarization 2 0 0

Derogatory Label 2 0 1

Revictimization 0 1 0
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A common thread runs through each of the female figures analyzed: all 
resort to delegitimization, though in distinct ways. The Vice President prima-
rily frames “the people” in opposition to state institutions she perceives as op-
pressive (“The only ones who can demand my resignation are the Ecuadorian 
people”) while morally labeling her adversary as “evil.” Journalist Santiago 
uses direct stigmatization right in the headline. Attorney Jácome employs re-
victimization through a conditional construction (“I imagine, my colleagues, 
that if you were subjected to workplace violence... andou’d quit”), shifting 
responsibility for the alleged violence onto the victim while absolving the 
alleged aggressor. There is a sharp divergence in how these issues are framed. 
Unlike Jácome and Santiago, the Vice President pairs delegitimization with an 
appeal to the collective memory of women’s struggles—partially mitigating 
the polarizing effect by placing her case within a broader historical context. 
However, her invocation of “evil” represents a discursive radicalization that 
shuts down any possibility of treating the adversary as a legitimate interlo-
cutor, an extreme not seen in the other two subjects.

Category: Framing of the Media Narrative

This dynamic is strongly present in the interviews with the Vice Presi-
dent on DNEWS and in the editorial by journalist Alondra Santiago. The Vice 
President weaves a framework of political victimization centered on “media 
lynching,” presenting the conflict as a systematic campaign of harassment 
orchestrated by those in power. This framing directly aligns with the pola-
rization outlined in Table 1 and is reinforced by references to parity laws, 
which serve as the legal foundation for her interpretation.

Journalist Santiago constructs a counter-frame—that of the “false vic-
tim”—conveyed through the inclusion of Jácome’s remarks. By selecting 
and reproducing the words of the then-Director of Public Administration, the 
editorial juxtaposes two competing narratives: the institutional harassment 
denounced by the Vice President, and allegations of political opportunism. 
While the piece does not explicitly resolve this tension, it steers the reader 
toward discrediting the accusation and taking the Vice President’s side. Across 
both instances, media outlets emerge as active, belligerent actors rather than 
neutral conveyors of information.
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Category: Intertextuality Processes

Intertextuality operates across multiple levels within the analyzed corpora. 
The first is the normative level, where the Vice President invokes parity laws 
and the constitutional order to give her statements a legal dimension alongside 
their discursive weight. The second level—where Attorney Diana Jácome plays 
a primary role—is biographical and political, referencing past statements by the 
Vice President (specifically, her previous assertions that pregnant women should 
not earn as much as men, and that women’s struggles regarding political violence 
were a myth undeserving of state funding). This intertextual strategy constructs 
a counter-narrative aimed at undermining the complainant’s credibility by poin-
ting to a direct inconsistency between her current stance and her past record.

Both sides of the conflict employ intertextuality as a tool for validation 
(the Vice President) or contestation (Jácome and Santiago) to advance their 
persuasive strategies. While the Vice President draws on normative and his-
torical intertexts, Jácome relies on a concrete, highly personalized intertext. 
This distinction mirrors their respective enunciative positions: the Vice Pre-
sident speaks as an alleged victim seeking to universalize her cause, whereas 
Jácome speaks as a prosecutor directing suspicion toward a specific individual.

Conclusions and Discussion
The findings show that the Jácome-Abad conflict relied heavily on media 

frames to validate positions of power, legitimizing theoretical frameworks 
that view language as an arena of symbolic dispute. From this perspective, 
discursive constructions are never neutral; they are generated within spaces 
of political confrontation aimed at securing symbolic capital and controlling 
meaning. In this context, Discourse Analysis serves not only to identify the-
se disputes, but also to uncover the specific mechanisms that structure and 
articulate competing political discourses.

The controversy reveals a fragmented intertextuality in which official 
discourse, news media, and social media platforms operate through distinct 
logics, frequently converging with broader dynamics of disinformation. The 
self-construction of the officials involved relies on a conservative discursive 
framework, where this strategic rhetorical device functions as a cornerstone 
of political identity. Concurrently, processes of political victimization emer-
ge, in which accusations of gender-based political violence coexist alongside 
the reproduction of traditional gender stereotypes.
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Furthermore, Discourse Analysis highlights how power structures leve-
rage media environments and social networks to marginalize or undermine 
dissent. The findings confirm that gender-based labeling is strategically de-
ployed to advance political competition, fulfilling the study’s core objective 
of exposing how these discourses are constructed. Among the main limita-
tions of this research are the heterogeneity of the analyzed formats and the 
rapidly shifting political context during data collection. Finally, future re-
search should expand the analytical corpus and incorporate methodological 
triangulation strategies to determine whether these patterns of symbolic vio-
lence represent recurring mechanisms across broader political competition.
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Appendices

Appendix 1. Case before the Electoral Court (TCE)  
of Ecuador (No. 157-2024)

Available at: https://www.tce.gob.ec/index.php/causas-contencioso-electoral/ 
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Appendix 2. Ruling of the Contentious-Electoral Court (TCE)  
of Ecuador (No. 157-2024)

Available at: https://bit.ly/4wCG4pZ
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